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be their occurrence in these extensive nebulous patches which seem like outlying portions of the Milky Way itself. With these two exceptions probably not one-twentieth part of the whole number of star-clusters are found in any part of the heavens remote from the Milky Way,
Nebulae were for a long time confounded with star-clusters, because it was thought that with sufficient telescopic power they would all be resolvable into stars as in the case of the Milky Way itself. But when the spectroscope showed that many of the nebulas consisted wholly or mainly of glowing gases, while neither the highest powers of the best telescopes nor the still greater powers of the photographic plate gave any indications of resolvability, although a few stars were often found to be, as it were, entangled in them, and evidently forming part of them, it was seen that they constituted a distinct stellar phenomenon, a view which was enforced and rendered certain by their quite unique mode of distribution. A few of the larger and irregular type, as in the case of the grand Orion nebula visible to the naked eye, the great spiral nebula in Andromeda, and the wonderful Keyhole nebula round Eta Argus, are situated in or near the Milky Way; but with these and a few other exceptions the overwhelming majority of the smaller irresolvable nebulas appear to avoid it, there being a space almost wholly free from nebulas along its borders, both in the northern and southern hemispheres; while the great maj ority are spread over the sky, far away from it in the southern hemisphere, and in the north clustering in a very marked degree around the galactic pole, The distribution of nebulae is thus seen to be the exact oppositeit wouldase if innumerable multitudes of stars,mposing the Galaxy,t edgewise through an immense depth of stars; while                                 \
